
Fwd: The Richmond Slave Trail Commission is an illegal body

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mosby, Michelle R. - Council Member <Michelle.Mosby@richmondgov.com>
Date: Fri, Sep 25, 2015 at 4:30 PM
Subject: Re: The Richmond Slave Trail Commission is an illegal body
To: Rick Tatnall <rick@replenishrichmond.com>
Cc: "Baliles, Jonathan T. - Council Member" <Jonathan.Baliles@richmondgov.com>,
"Samuels, Charles R. - Council Member" <Charles.Samuels@richmondgov.com>, "Hilbert,
Chris A. - Council Member" <Chris.Hilbert@richmondgov.com>, "Newbille, Cynthia I. -
Council Member" <Cynthia.Newbille@richmondgov.com>, "Robertson, Ellen F. - Council
Member" <Ellen.Robertson@richmondgov.com>, Kathy.Graziano@richmondgov.com,
"Agelasto, Parker C. - Council Member" <Parker.Agelasto@richmondgov.com>, "Trammell,
Reva M. - Council Member" <Reva.Trammell@richmondgov.com>, "Ali, Lou B. - Council
Chief of Staff" <lou.ali@richmondgov.com>, "Rawles, Alexander B. - Clerk's Office"
<alexander.rawles@richmondgov.com>, Delores L McQuinn
<deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, "Moomaw, Graham" <gmoomaw@timesdispatch.com>,
kerri obrien <kobrien@wric.com>, mauryand19th@yahoo.com,
bonniewinston@richmondfreepress.com, editor@legacynewspaper.com, "Hawley, Tammy D. -
OPS" <tammy.hawley@richmondgov.com>, Ana Edwards <ourrosewood@gmail.com>, Joy
Bailey Bryant <jbaileybryant@lord.ca>, ccoleman@acwm.org, Waite Rawls
<wrawls@acwm.org>, wjmartin@thevalentine.org, plevengood@vahistorical.org, Jack Berry
<jberry@venturerichmond.com>, Stacy Burrs <sburrs@venturerichmond.com>, Jack Berry
<jberry@visitrichmondva.com>, "Coleman, Donald" <dcoleman2@richmond.k12.va.us>,
Jennifer L McClellan <deljmcclellan@house.virginia.gov>, senate district16
<district16@senate.virginia.gov>, district09@senate.virginia.gov,
mwilliams@timesdispatch.com, Don Harrison <bethesda.24@gmail.com>, Varina
<Varina@henrico.us>, Fairfield <fairfield@henrico.us>, vit@henrico.us, Lamont Bagby
<lbagby@peterpauldevcenter.org>, "Downey, Peter L. - ECD"
<lee.downey@richmondgov.com>, "Burrell, Nathan J. - DPR"
<nathan.burrell@richmondgov.com>, d herring <d.herring@betterhousingcoalition.org>, "Lillie
A. Estes" <esteslilliea@gmail.com>, mary c Lauderdale <mclauderdale.bhm@gmail.com>,
Elizabeth Kostelny <ekostelny@preservationvirginia.org>, Cyane Crump
<ccrump@historicrichmond.com>, "Scheeler, Kim" <kim.scheeler@grcc.com>,
osingleton@thembl.com, president@virginia.org, Anedra Bourne
<anedra.bourne@richmondgov.com>, Richard Conti <rconti@smv.org>,
alex.nyerges@vmfa.museum, Wallace Stettinius <wallace.stettinius@gmail.com>, Charlie
Bryan <cbryan69@verizon.net>, "Ruth, David" <dave_ruth@nps.gov>, beth_stern@nps.gov,
rpssupt@richmond.k12.va.us, Red Bankston <redbankston1@verizon.net>, "John W.
Montgomery, Jr. (jwmontgomery)" <jwmontgomery@henrico.k12.va.us>, Carlton Moffitt
<cpmchm@comcast.net>, joinus@untoldrva.com

Mr. Tatnall:
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       Let me first address your concern, which I share, about the lack of minutes of meetings
of the Commission. In response, I have personally appealed to the Chair of the Commission
to take all practicable steps necessary to have minutes prepared of all past meetings and to
present them to the Commission for its consideration and approval. I have also urged that
measures be put in place to ensure that minutes are prepared in connection with any future
meetings. It is my understanding that the Commission intends to do so.
 
     As to the future, I fully appreciate that you and many others share my interest in the care
of the City’s heritage. However, at this point in time, the City has not entered into any sort of
agreement, formal or otherwise, with the National Slavery Museum Foundation, which is a
private entity over which the City exercises no control whatsoever. Any relationship that might
be imagined between the City and the Foundation, by Foundation supporters or others,
would require the approval of Richmond City Council, and no proposal to create a
relationship has even been submitted to the Council for its consideration. Rest assured that if
a proposal is submitted, the Council will perform its due diligence. Until then, however, I do
not have the information you seek about the internal workings of the Foundation. 
 
     Public records indicate that Delegate McQuinn serves as President of the organization. I
note that you directed a copy of your most recent questions to her as well as me and others.
I will defer to her any response on behalf of the Foundation about its operations.
 
     In my view, the Commission has achieved and far exceeded the original mission and
charge established for it, up to and including its recent robust advocacy that contributed to
the combined state and local government funding of $19 million. Based on the achievement
of its mission and in light of its accomplishments and the feedback from community
conversations prior to and including these most recent Richmond Speaks events, I intend to
support a review of its future role and options, up to and including dissolution.
 
       Thank you again for bringing these matters to my attention. 
                                
Michelle R. Mosby, President
Richmond City Council 
Richmond City Hall
900 E. Broad Street Suite 305
Richmond, Va 23219
Michelle.Mosby@Richmondgov.com
(804) 646-2779
 
"Partnering In The Process To Bring Power Back To The People"
 

On Sep 24, 2015, at 9:47 PM, "Rick Tatnall" <rick@replenishrichmond.com> wrote:

Dear Ms. Mosby,

I am following up on my email of September 22nd.  Since there are two very
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important Richmond Speaks public meetings on Monday and Tuesday, I was
hoping you might have responded by now. 

Please understand that the reason I copied so many community leaders on my
last email to you, and this one, is because I believe the Lumpkin's Jail / Slave
Trail / Shockoe Bottom matter at hand has major implications for our City, our
Richmond region, our Commonwealth and our Nation.  I also believe the process
has been poisoned by the fraud that is the Richmond Slave Trail Commission,
and the City's apparent facilitation of that fraud.  I believe the National Slavery
Museum Foundation has shirked its reporting responsibility and is mis-
representing its organizational accomplishments.  I contend that the remaining
two Richmond Speaks sessions are only valuable if the participants know the
answers to the following questions ahead of time:

1) What is the legal relationship between the Richmond City Council Slave
Trail Commission and the National Slavery Museum Foundation, SCC
#07327760, IRS #45-2569316?  If there is a legal relationship, will you please
provide a copy of all contracts or agreements and related Council resolutions? 
2) Was the National Slavery Museum Foundation registered with the IRS in
2013 as a 501(c)(3) organization as claimed on the Richmond Speaks website? 
If so, will you please provide a copy of the application made to the IRS, the IRS
approval letter, and the organization's 990 filings for 2013 and 2014?
3) Can the public please see the current Bylaws of the National Slavery
Museum Foundation? - when we see these bylaws we will be able to
understand the commitment the organization has made to the SCC as relates to
officer elections and the keeping of minutes.
4) Can the public please see all the National Slavery Museum Foundation
organization minutes, including and especially those related to the election of
officers, as required by the bylaws and the SCC since inception in 2011?
5) Is the current organization named National Slavery Museum Foundation
acting as a "Foundation" in the eyes of the SCC and the Virginia Department of
Taxation?  If not, does it have plans to do so and if so, when and how?
6) Has the City of Richmond and the National Slavery Museum Foundation
ever entered into an agreement(s) with each other or together with another entity
or entities?  If so, can you please provide copies and other details for each?

As the direct overseer of this and every Council Commission, I expect that
Richmond City Council and its staff can quickly provide the answers to all of
these public information questions.  If for some reason Richmond City Council
has not been performing its due diligence obligations related to this Council
commission, I expect that the National Slavery Museum Foundation will be
able to provide the answers quickly, if it is truly a legitimate organization worthy
of the citizen's trust and support.

I ask for public answers to all of these questions before Monday's Richmond
Speaks conversation.  If that does not happen, I will attempt to get the answers
that evening at VUU, and if necessary at the Tuesday evening program at



Franklin Military.  I hope that will not be necessary.

Rick Tatnall

On Tue, Sep 22, 2015 at 8:36 PM, Rick Tatnall <rick@replenishrichmond.com>
wrote:

Ms. Mosby,

As you are looking into this matter I would like to inform your decision with
some facts and some more questions and concerns.  Since I am also
concerned about your casual handling of this matter I have copied many
additional stakeholders to this email, including and especially Ms. Joy Bailey-
Bryant at Lord Cultural Resources.  For those new to this email stream, please
see below to better understand my concerns about Delores McQuinn and the
Richmond Slave Trail Commission.

When you hit the Richmond Slave Trail button on the
Richmondspeaksaboutlumpkins.org website, you are taken to information
about the Slave Trail and a section called "Richmond Slave Trail Commission
Milestones".  In this list of accomplishments is the following:
 > 2013 The National Slavery Museum Foundation (501c3) established
with a mission of preserving and interpreting authentic sites of
significance in Richmond to tell the story of the domestic and
transatlantic slave trade

I interpret this statement to mean that the "National Slavery Museum
Foundation" was both established in 2013 and received its 501(c)(3) status
from the IRS.  My investigation is that State Corporation Commission ID
#07327760, National Slavery Museum Foundation, was formed/registered
1/26/2011.  Attached please find a copy of the organization's 2012 SCC filing
which is way past due and 10 days from disqualifying the entity's SCC
registration.  When searching the IRS database for the organization, using
their Federal ID #45-2569316, I get no matches to any 501(c)(3) organization.  I
expanded my search to include all 501(c)(3) organizations in Richmond and
also did not find the organization.  Further, attached please find the
organization's 2014 SCC filing which shows the exact same information as in
2012. Unfortunately, the 2014 report is the most recent report available from
the SCC website, which probably means the organization is behind in its 2015
filings.

I believe that the National Slavery Museum Foundation's pathway represents a
pitiful example of being a reputable and trustworthy organization, as
evidenced by its childish submission to the SCC in 2012.  I further believe that
the Richmondspeaksaboutlumpkins.org website is fraudulently promoting the
organization as registered with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.
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The more I dig the less I like about this situation, but as I said in my first email,
if I am wrong please tell me and the Richmond community so we can have a
clean and transparent process.  Absent of that, I have decided it is important
to be aggressive about my concerns about Delores McQuinn and other Slave
Trail Commission members and their hijacking of the Shockoe Bottom
reconciliation process, with the apparent support of the Mayor of Richmond
and Richmond City Council.  I am informing you of these additional concerns
and my intentions ahead of the community meetings scheduled for next
Monday and Tuesday - I suggest you postpone them and rethink your
process.  If you choose to continue to disregard engaging in a transparent and
community-based process, then please expect next week's meetings to be
quite interesting.

Rick Tatnall

On Thu, Sep 17, 2015 at 12:11 PM, Mosby, Michelle R. - Council Member
<Michelle.Mosby@richmondgov.com> wrote:

Mr. Tatnall:

Thank you for your emails and for your ongoing interest and vigilance on
behalf of our community. Thank you for taking the time to share your
concerns. I am looking into this matter and will take action to address your
concerns as appropriate. Thank you again for your dedication to our
community.
 

Michelle R. Mosby
Councilwoman, 9th District
Richmond City Hall
900 E. Broad Street Suite 305
Richmond, Va 23219
Michelle.Mosby@Richmondgov.com
(804) 646-2779
 
"Partnering In The Process To Bring Power Back To The
People"

On Sep 15, 2015, at 8:30 AM, "Rick Tatnall" <rick@replenishrichmond.com>
wrote:

Dear President Mosby,

I am following up on my email of September 10th and request
a response from you regarding my concerns about the

mailto:Michelle.Mosby@richmondgov.com
https://casnlb.vsu.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://casnlb.vsu.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
mailto:Michelle.Mosby@Richmondgov.com
tel:(804)%20646-2779
mailto:rick@replenishrichmond.com


Richmond Slave Trail Commission.  Since sending my email
Graham Moomaw has written an article for the Richmond
Times Dispatch (see link below) that includes comments by
Delores McQuinn which add to my concerns, and I hope you
will address these as well in your response.
http://www.richmond.com/news/local/city-of-
richmond/article_d79dd5d1-0341-56f6-a9e8-
d118ef582397.html

In his article Mr. Moomaw says "McQuinn, whose term on the
commission expired in 2012, defended the group's work in an
interview, saying the body is "transitioning" to become a
foundation and does not have the staff to record minutes."  Mr.
Moomaw later writes "McQuinn said the commission members
still legally can serve until the council appoints other people. 
She added that the council is "well aware" that the commission
is in a transition phase."

Ms. McQuinn's comments are very troubling for many reasons,
starting with this "transition to a foundation" process that
Council is apparently "well aware" of and approves.  The
foundation conversation was going on in 2012 as I attended a
meeting that year when the commission discussed both the
foundation and working with Lord Cultural Resources (of
course, with no minutes we could not confirm that).  Ultimately,
the concept of the Slave Trail Commission transitioning to a
foundation raises more questions than it answers.  What will
the foundation control and from what authority will they get that
control?  Is a private organization managed by a group of self-
appointed directors going to be given control of public land? 
Have these self-appointed directors shown they have the
capacity to properly manage a foundation that controls public
land?  If the City Council is well aware of the "transition", does
that mean there is a plan in the works that answers my
previous questions and can be shared with the public?

Ms. McQuinn's comment that the Slave Trail Commission does
not have staff to take minutes is a ridiculous excuse and no
defense at all as every other City Board and Commission
creates and provides minutes without staff by assigning a
member as the Secretary.  The fact that the Slave Trail
Commission has never taken and provided minutes means one
of two things - either the Commission is trying to hide its
activities or the commission leadership is incompetent.  Ms.
McQuinn also seems to be rewriting Council rules related to
expired terms for commissioners and is putting the onus on
City Council for not appointing new members to the
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commission.

I ask that you respond to me and the citizens of Richmond and
clear the air about the concerns I have detailed in my two
emails.  There is a growing cloud over the City Council
sponsored "Richmond Speaks" process that needs to be
addressed quickly.  Transparency in this matter is critical as
anything less than full disclosure will lead to great distrust of
the process.

Sincerely,

Rick Tatnall

On Thu, Sep 10, 2015 at 7:51 AM, Rick Tatnall
<rick@replenishrichmond.com> wrote:

Dear President Mosby,

I am writing to you as the head of Richmond City Council to
request a detailed explanation why the City of Richmond is
using an illegally operating commission to be the lead for the
City's upcoming "Richmond Speaks" conversation about
Lumpkin's Jail.  The Richmond Slave Trail Commission, a
City Council commission, has been blatantly operating
contrary to the rules and regulations Council has set for all
Boards and Commissions for many years.  Slave Trail
Commission "Chair" Delores McQuinn's eligibility for being a
member of the Commission ran out many years ago, as did
the eligibility of all of the other listed commission members. 
The Slave Trail Commission has never kept meeting minutes,
a fact that I was a part of bringing to light in March of 2012. 
Recent inquiries by Council staffer Alexander Rawles have
confirmed that there are still no minutes, even though he has
made the Commission fully aware of this requirement.  Mr.
Rawles can also tell you that no new applications for
membership on the Commission have been accepted for
many years, possibly as many as 5 or more, including the
application of Ana Edwards, who might be the most qualified
and worthy candidate in the City for the Slave Trail
Commission.

As a citizen I have watched in disbelief for years as the
Richmond City Council has continued to look away when it
comes to the rogue nature of the Slave Trail Commission and
especially Delores McQuinn.  City Commissions are intended
to be a forum where a wide ranging group of constantly
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changing citizens come together around a subject with the
express intent of collectively increasing the quality of life in
our City.  Transparency is a critical component of the work of
each commission so that non-member citizens can also play
a role in the commission's efforts.  Since well before March
of 2012, Delores McQuinn and a handful of her cronies,
including and especially 7th District Councilmember Cynthia
Newbille, have shut out the rest of the citizens of Richmond
from participation in the Slave Trail Commission process and
from knowing what was discussed at meetings.

I believe this situation is a growing stain on our City's
reputation and must be changed immediately because we
are entering into an extremely important community
conversation about the future of Shockoe Bottom that must
exude openness and transparency.  If I am wrong in my
assessment please enlighten me and the citizens of
Richmond why the current Slave Trail Commission
arrangement is good for the future of our City.  If you see
merit in my concerns, please do something about them.

Thank you.

Rick Tatnall
City of Richmond, 7th District


